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Blind Citizens Australia

Media Release
This weekend Blind Citizens Australia (BCA) has had the absolute pleasure of hosting 150 attendees from Australia, NZ and the US at the BCA National Convention, held at the Novotel Glen Waverley.

The Convention, which is held bi-annually, is generously supported by Vision Australia, Virgin Australia, Humanware Australia and the Department of Social Services. 

BCA’s National Convention provided the opportunity for blind and vision impaired people to:

· Hear from fascinating speakers on topics of interest to people who are blind or vision impaired

· Learn new skills from people who are blind or vision impaired and who understand first-hand what living with vision loss is like

· Have their say on what issues they wish to see BCA take up in the future

· Meet and socialise with new people over dinner and at an audio described film screening.

A wide range of delegates attended from a variety of demographics professionally and personally (but generally with the commonality of being blind or vision impaired), as well as representatives from disability organisations, key players from local and national government bodies and invited guests.

BCA has been committed to ensuring the event is accessible, even to those who are unable to travel by live streaming with audio description, hearing augmentation and interpretation for people who are Deafblind.

On Friday night BCA held their AGM with the results of the four vacant positions on the BCA board announced. John Simpson, President of BCA was delighted to welcome Michael Baker, Helen Freris, Prue Watt and Fiona Woods to join BCA officially as directors. 

This year BCA were privileged to have Dr Fred Schroeder, President of the World Blind Union as the keynote speaker for the event. Dr Schroeder is highly regarded in the United States and internationally as a strong and effective advocate for inclusive education and rehabilitation. He has a track record of implementing innovative rehabilitation programs and policies, including as the Commissioner of the rehabilitation services Administration in the US Department of Education. Dr Schroeder has also shown global leadership through his advocacy on the Marrakesh treaty and on the dangers of silent vehicles.

Dr Schroeder discussed the importance of seeking support from other blind people to reduce discrimination. 
“Low expectations constrict opportunities and our lives need not be limited in the way society believes,” he said.
BCA also presents an award bi-annually at the National Convention to a person who has made a substantial and enduring contribution to the lives of people who are blind or vision impaired. 

This year the David Blyth Award was presented to Professor Ron McCallum AO in recognition of his outstanding contribution as a role model to blind and vision impaired Australians. 

“Professor McCallum’s passionate and committed leadership as a member and Chair of the UN Expert Committee for the Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities has made an immeasurable difference to the quality of life of people with disability globally,” said Emma Bennison, CEO of BCA.
BCA’s National Convention will close on Sunday 15th October with an audio described film screening and Q&A with Sarah Barton, Director and Co-Producer of the movie Defiant Lives. 

Defiant Lives is a triumphant film full of extraordinary stories of people with disabilities who put their lives on the line to create a better world for everyone, regardless of impairment. 

For more information please contact:

Kathie Kelly

Fundraising and Social Media Consultant

Blind Citizens Australia

Phone: 0439 724 304

Email: kathie.kelly@bca.org.au

Background Info

Who is Blind Citizens Australia?

Blind Citizens Australia (BCA) is the national organisation of people who are blind or vision impaired and is recognised as the major peak representative body for this constituency. Since 1975, BCA has provided information, peer support, individual and systemic advocacy, and consultancy services to its members and the wider community.

BCA Branches act as local representative groups and provide opportunities for social interaction for members. It has grown to an organisation of 3000 individual members and seven affiliated organisations.

Our mission is “to achieve equity and equality by our empowerment, by promoting positive community attitudes, and by striving for high quality and accessible services which meet our needs”.

With over forty years of history, BCA has worked tirelessly “To Change What it Means to be Blind” both for Australians who experience vision loss and for blind and vision impaired people throughout the world.

Specifically this has included:

· providing peer support

· providing individual and systemic advocacy

· facilitating information exchange

· empowering its members

· promoting positive community attitudes

· striving for high quality and accessible services which meet individual needs

· promoting research into the causes and amelioration of the impact of blindness and vision impairment

As the national voice of people who are blind or vision impaired BCA has a seat on many Government, commercial and community sector advisory bodies. BCA’s individual advocacy service is available to all Australians who experience vision loss. With a focus on issues that impact on the individual because of their blindness/vision impairment, BCA works both directly and through specialist community advocates, to resolve issues in a constructive and educative manner and draws on more formal processes where a mutually agreeable solution cannot be found.

BCA has been an active member of the World Blind Union at both the World and Regional levels since its creation in 1984. Over that period two of the senior members have held office as World President and several more have served on the World and Regional Executives and various standing committees. In November 2000 BCA was the lead organisation for the hosting in Melbourne of the WBU 5th General Assembly. BCA has also lead capacity building projects in Fiji and Vietnam and has participated in many international conferences and forums.

In association with its policy development and advocacy work, BCA has undertaken a range of blindness related research projects. Several of these resulted in published papers.

Please let us know if you’d like this information in another format for accessibility.
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