
[image: image1.jpg]


Blind Citizens Australia

2017 Election of NPC SA Representative 
Dear BCA Member,

Recently, you were sent a notice of the forthcoming Blind Citizens Australia Annual General Meeting, which included a call for nominations for representatives from Queensland, South Australia and Tasmania to join the National Policy Council (NPC). 

At the close of nominations on 8 September, I have received two nominations for the position of South Australian Representative. Consequently it is necessary to conduct a ballot among South Australian members. The nominees are:

· David Squirrell  
· Julie Sutherland 
Enclosed is a ballot paper and associated documents to assist you in your deliberations about how to cast your vote. As per Clause 33.3 of our Constitution, the election is administered by a postal ballot. Included in this package are:

· This notice informing you of election procedures;
· ballot paper for the position of SA representative to the NPC; 
· Statements from the two nominees in support of their nominations; 

· One small envelope;
· One larger envelope which is addressed to BCA. 
Below are instructions for casting your vote, please read these carefully.

The ballot paper is a single A5 sheet of paper with both large print and braille text.  Please vote for one candidate only. The candidate with the most votes will be declared as the NPC representative from South Australia at the BCA AGM on Friday 13 October 2017.  

To cast your vote, place a mark in the box to the left of your preferred candidate’s name.  You can either use a tactile or print mark. If using print, place an “X” in the box to the left of the candidate’s name. If using a tactile mark, simply perforate the paper with a pen or stylus within the box to the left of the candidate’s name.  The candidates’ names are in alphabetical order on the ballot paper. 
After marking the ballot paper, fold it and place it in the small envelope and seal it. Then place the small envelope into the larger pre-addressed envelope, add a stamp, seal it and post. Your vote must reach me, as Company Secretary by 5.00pm on Monday, 9 October 2017. Any ballot papers received after this time will be declared invalid.  

Please note that the larger pre-addressed envelope also has a label with your name and address details attached to the back of it.  Please do not remove this label as this is to ensure that your name can be marked off the voter’s roll and that no-one has the opportunity to vote twice. All larger envelopes will be opened as they are received at the BCA National Office. The small sealed envelope containing your marked ballot paper will be removed and placed in a secure ballot box until the close of the poll. Please be reassured that during this process your vote remains secret. Once your name has been marked off the voter’s roll, the larger envelope will be destroyed.

After the close of poll, the returning officer will open the sealed ballot box, remove ballot papers from the sealed envelopes and count all votes lodged. The results will be passed to the Company Secretary who will announce the result at the AGM on Friday 13 October 2017.

Please contact the BCA National Office if you require any further information to assist you in how to lodge your vote. Note that it is not compulsory to vote. However, as a full member of BCA, you are encouraged to exercise your right to vote for the NPC representative from your State, or Territory.

Yours sincerely, 

Emma Bennison

Company Secretary

10 September 2017

