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Blind Citizens Australia

Blind Citizens Australia Membership Application Form


Blind Citizens Australia (BCA) is the united voice of Australians who are blind or vision impaired.

Our mission is to achieve equity and equality by our empowerment, by promoting positive community attitudes, and by striving for high quality and accessible services which meet our needs. 

Whether you are blind, vision impaired, or are the family member or friend of a person who is blind or vision impaired, BCA is here to assist you. We provide information, peer support, individual and systemic advocacy, and consultancy services. 

We have member based ‘branches’ in most Australian States and Territories which act as local lobby groups as well as providing opportunities for social interaction for members. 
We have around 3000 members Australia wide.  

Blind Citizens Australia provides members with:

· Individual advocacy support (free service)
· Systemic Advocacy information and opportunities for consultation 

· Regular newsletters (BC News) 
· Quarterly audio magazine subscription (Soundabout)
· Weekly radio program (New Horizons) 
· Email lists (online forum known as bca-l) – inclusion by request
· Parent News email group (for parents and those who support children who are blind or vision impaired
· Fact sheets and other resources, including BCA’s ‘toolkits’, obstacle notices and cash test cards.
· Annual State or National BCA conventions 

· Accessible Website: www.bca.org.au  
· Facebook page: www.facebook.com/BlindCitizensAustralia 
· Follow us on Twitter: @au_BCA
Membership with BCA is lifelong and only costs $20 including GST!
Members of BCA can also join the National Womens Branch - a $10 once off fee applies (additional to BCA membership fee)
The BCA National Women’s Branch is made up of a group of Australian women who are blind or vision impaired, whose mission is to improve the lives of blind and vision impaired women in Australia. Men are welcome to 

We seek to empower our members by:

· Providing positive peer support;

· Holding seminars of interest;

· Encouraging involvement of women in all levels of BCA;

· Being a resource for women on vision impairment;
· Facilitating communication between our members, and supporting member issues such as isolation: and

· Providing an email discussion group called womenstalk.  To join please send an email to nwb@bca.org.au putting “wanting to join womenstalk” in the subject line.

Scales Away Cook Book
Produced by the National Women’s Branch.  Contains cup and spoon measurements and a wide variety of recipes and useful information. 

Available on MP3 disc and thumb drive for $30, via email for $20.  See “Payment” section to request a copy in your preferred format.
Blind Citizens Australia
Membership Application Form

I wish to join as: 
( Full Member – blind or vision impaired Australian residents 18+.
( Junior Member - blind or vision impaired Australian residents under 18 years of age.
( Associate Member - people who are not blind or vision impaired.
( Organisational Member - for fee details contact BCA.

Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms (please circle one)

Full Name: ___________________________________________
Postal Address________________________________________

State ________________ Post Code ______________________

Local Government Area (Council):_________________________

Contact Details:

Home phone  
(____)_________________________________
Business phone  
(____)_________________________________
Mobile phone  
(____)_________________________________
Email  
______________________________________

Gender: Male (    Female (    Other (
Date of Birth: _______(Day)   _______(Month)  ________(Year)  


I am: Blind (   Legally Blind (   Vision impaired (   Fully sighted (
I have other disabilities? Yes (    No (    Prefer not to disclose (
If yes, please tick all boxes which apply to you: 

( Acquired Brain Injury

( Neurological Disability
( Autism Spectrum Disorder
( Physical Disability
( Deafblind
( Psychiatric Disability /l      
( Hearing Impairment
       Mental Health                                                                                     
( Intellectual Disability
( Speech Impairment

I am of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander descent: 

Yes (    No (    Prefer not to disclose (
I am of a Culturally and Linguistically Diverse (CALD) background:  Yes (    No (    Prefer not to disclose (

If yes, what is your country of birth?  _______________________

My preferred language is: English (    Other:________________
I would like to receive Blind Citizens News in:

Email (    Data CD (    Braille (    Audio CD (    Large print (
I would like to receive Soundabout, audio magazine via:
  


Email notice with links to audio files available on the website (  or

Audio CD (
I would like to receive all other material in:

Email (    Data CD (    Braille (    Audio CD (    Large print (
I would like to join the National Women’s Branch - $10.00 fee applies
See above for branch description (open to both men and women)  (
I would like to receive Aspirations Magazine in:

Email (    Data CD (    Braille (    Audio CD (    Large print (
Your Interests:

From time to time, BCA consults with its membership to better understand the current needs, interests and priorities. This information provides us with an overview of the topics which are of most interest to you, which allows us to develop effective policy directions and systemic advocacy campaigns which best meet the expressed needs and interests of our members. 
To assist us to advocate on issues which are relevant to you, please tick all the boxes you have an interest in.        ( All of the below
( Accessible Household Appliances
( Accessible Information and Formats
( Audio Description
( Built Environment

( Centrelink 

( Currency and Accessible Payments

( Disability Services
( Education
( Employment
( Health Services, Hospitals and Medication

( Housing and Accommodation 
( Identification Cards (ID)

( Issues with living in a Rural and Remote Area

( Jury Service
( Local Government including Libraries 
( Marrakesh Treaty and Copyright 
( National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS)
( Orientation, Mobility, Dog Guides and Wayfinding

( Pedestrian Safety, Audible Traffic Signals, Tactile Ground 
    Surface indicators and Silent vehicles
( Police: Reporting and Safety
( Public Transport
( Retail Shopping and Product Labelling 
( Self Advocacy

( Sport, Leisure and Recreation
( Tourism and Travel (Interstate and International)

( Voting at Local, State and Federal Elections
( Website Accessibility

Membership Payment and Donation Form

Blind Citizens Australia Membership is life long and costs $20. BCA accepts payment by cheque, credit card, cash or direct deposit (contact BCA for account details for direct deposit)  

Payment Details:

I have enclosed:

$20 for BCA membership:  




(  $...............

A tax deductible Donation of:




(  $...............

$10 for National Womens Branch membership:
(  $...............

Purchase of Womens Branch Scales Away

Cook book in the following formats:

$30.00 in MP3 disk ( or thumb drive (


(  $...............

Or $20.00 email (






(  $...............
Total Amount:  $....................
Payment Method:
Cheque:  (

Cash:  (       Direct Deposit date: ____________  (  
Cheques payable to Blind Citizens Australia and send to:

Blind Citizens Australia

Level 3, Ross House, 247-251 Flinders Lane, Melbourne

Credit Card – Mastercard  (  or  Visa  (   only

Name on Card:  __________________________________________

Card Number:  ___________________________________________

Expiry:  _______________  CCV (3 digit security code):  __________

If you would like to give regular donations to BCA, you can do so by joining the BCA Pre Authorised Credit Card (PACC) program. Please call the office on 03 9654 1400 for more details or visit our website at www.bca.org.au and follow the prompts under the Donate tab.
*All donations over $2.00 are Tax Deductible. 
Level 3


Ross House


247-251 Flinders Lane


Melbourne Victoria 3000


Telephone: 03 9654 1400


Toll Free: 1800 033 660


Fax: 03 9650 3200


Email: bca@bca.org.au


Website: www.bca.org.au








Blind Citizens Australia ABN 90 006 985 226.  Gifts are Tax Deductible.









